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About this Guide

If your premises fall within the Standard Duty under the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025 (Martyn’s Law), you have a legal responsibility to consider how your organisation would respond to a terrorist incident.

For many organisations, this is reassuring rather than daunting. The Standard Duty focuses on practical preparedness rather than expensive security measures.

This guide explains what the Standard Duty is, what it is designed to achieve and how organisations can begin preparing in a proportionate and practical way.
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1. What is the Standard Duty?

The Standard Duty is intended for qualifying publicly accessible premises that meet the relevant legislative threshold but are not subject to the more extensive requirements placed on larger premises and events.

The emphasis is on ensuring organisations have considered how they would respond to a terrorist incident and that those working at the premises understand what to do if one occurs.

The legislation recognises that organisations differ in size, resources and complexity. As a result, the Standard Duty is based on implementing measures that are reasonable and proportionate.


Legal Requirement

The objective is not to eliminate all risk. It is to ensure organisations have appropriate procedures and are prepared to respond effectively if an incident occurs.



2. Who is Likely to be Affected?

Many everyday premises may fall within the scope of the Standard Duty.

Examples include:
· Public houses
· Restaurants and cafés
· Hotels
· Community centres
· Village halls
· Leisure facilities
· Places of worship
· Libraries
· Museums
· Visitor attractions
· Healthcare premises
· Educational settings

Whether your premises are in scope will depend on the criteria set out in the legislation and any associated statutory guidance.



Meraxes Advice

Do not assume your organisation is exempt because it is small or community-based. Check whether the legislation applies and document your decision.



3. What is Expected?

Although every organisation is different, those responsible for qualifying premises should be able to demonstrate they have considered:

· How staff would recognise an emergency.
· How information would be communicated.
· How occupants could be moved to safety.
· How emergency services would be contacted.
· How people requiring additional assistance would be supported.
· How procedures will be reviewed and maintained.

For many organisations, this involves enhancing existing emergency planning rather than creating entirely new systems.


4. Emergency Procedures Explained

Every qualifying premises should have simple, practical procedures that staff understand.

Depending on the circumstances, these may include:

· Evacuation.
· Invacuation (moving people to a place of relative safety within the building).
· Lockdown arrangements where appropriate.
· Communicating with emergency services.
· Accounting for staff and visitors where practical.

Procedures should be concise, realistic and regularly reviewed.



Good Practice

Keep emergency procedures simple enough that staff can remember and apply them under pressure.



5. Staff Awareness

Your staff are one of your most valuable protective security measures.

They should understand:

· Their role during an emergency.
· How to report suspicious activity.
· How emergency procedures are activated.
· Where to obtain further guidance.

Training does not need to be lengthy or complicated. Regular discussions, briefings and refresher sessions can significantly improve preparedness.



6. Practical Actions You Can Take This Month

· Confirm whether your premises fall within the Standard Duty.
· Nominate a responsible person.
· Review your emergency procedures.
· Brief all staff and volunteers.
· Record the actions you have taken.
· Schedule an annual review.







7. Common Mistakes

Avoid these common pitfalls:

· Assuming fire procedures alone are sufficient.
· Failing to brief part-time or volunteer staff.
· Creating procedures that are too complex.
· Forgetting to review arrangements after changes to the premises or operations.
· Treating protective security as a one-off exercise.



8. One-Minute Readiness Checklist

Can you answer “Yes” to the following?

☐ We know whether the Standard Duty applies.

☐ We have identified a responsible person.

☐ Staff understand emergency procedures.

☐ Emergency contact arrangements are documented.

☐ Procedures are reviewed periodically.

☐ Improvements are recorded.



9. Key Takeaways

· The Standard Duty is based on preparedness.
· Measures should always be proportionate.
· Staff awareness is essential.
· Existing emergency arrangements can often be strengthened rather than replaced.
· Regular review helps maintain readiness.






10. Need Help?

Every organisation is different. Understanding your legal duties is only the first step.

Meraxes Secure Ltd provides:

· Protective Security Health Checks
· Martyn’s Law Readiness Reviews
· Gap Analysis
· Emergency Planning
· Staff Awareness Training
· Protective Security Consultancy

Arrange a free initial discussion to understand where your organisation currently stands and identify practical, proportionate next steps.
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